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The Berea Elks donated $4,000 to the City of Berea Department of Recreation to help pay for costs to improve the gymna-
sium at Vivian L. Smith Elementary as part of an effort to better support the Department’s growing youth basketball pro-
gram.  While most people know that Smith Elementary is no longer a school, many may not know that the City now oper-
ates the building and the Recreation Center has expanded many programs as a result of this additional space. 
 
These funds were used to purchase and install new safety padding under each basketball hoop and to cover the costs to 
install the variety of basketball hoops and backboards within the gym.  These were essential projects needed to make the 
gym useful for the program while also being safe for kids to learn, practice, and play the game of basketball. 
 
The Berea Youth Sports Commission is one of the largest youth sports recreation leagues in 
the area with more than 550 kids going through the basketball program every year.  This 
updated gymnasium now gives the Recreation Center an additional, flexible space to run a 
variety of programs while also providing coaches a safe and distraction-free space to prac-
tice. 

 
This project was pretty easy to get behind as the Elks run and operate one 
of the largest youth basketball programs in the country, known as the Elks 
National Hoop Shoot competition where kids across the country ages 8-13 
compete in a free throw shooting contest.  Winners of this contest ad-
vance through local, district, and state competitions to advance to a na-
tional contest held in Chicago.  National winners get their names perma-
nently inscribed at the Basketball Hall of Fame. 

 
This donation was made possible through grants awarded to the Berea Elks by the Elks Na-
tional Foundation (ENF) and by donations made by local lodge members.  A $2,000 ENF 
Gratitude Grant was combined with a $1,500 ENF 150th Anniversary Grant along with 
$500 of locally raised donations by members to make this project possible. 
 
This is just one more example of why the Elks continue to be the greatest fraternal organi-
zation in the country and its our member’s continued dedication to our Order that makes 
all of this possible.  Way to go Berea Elks! 

In This Issue 
 

Welcome New Members 
Officer & Elk of The Year 
Wounded Heroes 
MVP Scholarship 
Americanism Results 
Spring Convention 
Beer Tasting 
Derby Day Fundraiser 
Youth Appreciation Banquet 
Bowling League Banquet 
Cornhole Tournament 
Golf League 
Garage Sale 

The Elks Help To Expand Youth Basketball in Berea 



Board of Directors 
 

2018/19 Lodge Officers 
 

Exalted Ruler  Jeff Coyle 
    (216) 212-1186          
    coyle.jeffrey@gmail.com 

Leading Knight Jonathan Elias 
Loyal Knight  Eric Banks 
Lecturing Knight John Masterson 
Secretary  Danielle Mahany 
    danielle.mahany@yahoo.com 
Treasurer  Dianna Threadgill 
Tiler   James Joyce 
Chaplain   Bob Bickford 
Esquire   Lenny Oliveri 
Inner Guard  Ross Chrisman 
 
 

Trustees 
 

Nate Moore  (C) (216) 701-0807 
Joe Puchalski  (440) 420-0560 
Kevin Maloney  (440) 532-9772 
Carla Moore  (440) 221-7333 
Hank Nest   (440) 724-6580 

 
 

Berea Elks Lodge #1815 
626 N. Rocky River Drive 

Berea, OH  44017 
(440) 234-1604 

www.bereaelks.com 

 

Bullhorn Editor 
Richard Threadgill 

(440) 409-6504 
bereaelk@gmail.com 

 
 

Please join us in welcoming our two “newest” members to the Be-
rea Elks!  Pictured above are Caroline Kuhl and Tylor Mahany.  
While they are newly initiated to the Order, both Caroline and 
Tylor have been around the lodge for years.  Nonetheless, it is 
great to have them both join us officially.  If you see Caroline or 
Tylor, be sure to say hello and welcome them to our lodge! 

Welcome Our Newest Members! 

It is a great honor to announce this lodge year’s recipients of the 
Officer and Elk of the Year awards.  Office of the Year goes to Trus-
tee Chairman Pete Wieneke.  Pete has tirelessly led the trustees for 
nearly 10 years and this award is long overdue.  Pete will be step-
ping down from his Trustee position this year, but will still be as 
active as always. 
 

Elk of the Year goes to John Masterson.  As a relatively new mem-
ber, John is known for his relentless dishwashing on grille nights, 
but he has done so much more over the last year and has even ac-
cepted the position of Esteemed Lecturing Knight for the new 
lodge year.  
 

Please congratulate these members on their achievements! 

Officer & Elk Of The Year 



Greetings Fellow Elks!  
 

Our 2018-2019 Lodge Year kicks off with an exciting month of events. You can look forward to a Cornhole Tournament 
Saturday the 7th, a Beer Tasting Saturday the 21st, and State Convention at the end of the Month. We will also have Officer 
Installation at the first Lodge Meeting this month, and Initiation during the second Meeting. You will find more details 
about all of those events in this Bullhorn.  
 
It is an honor to have been elected to serve as Exalted Ruler for the upcoming Lodge Year. I would not be in this position 
without the help of my fellow Elks, current Officers, and Past Exalted Rulers. I promise to do my best to make sure your 
confidence and trust is well placed. I would like to thank our incoming Officers, (Including four that are serving for the 
first time!) for stepping up to serve our Lodge. Their hard work will be much appreciated.  
 
Our Lodge is in fantastic shape heading into this new year. Our exterior renovations are complete and we will begin to 
turn our attention to some much-needed work on our Hall, Lobby, and Office. We will have more details on those projects 
throughout the year.  
 
We will continue to have an active and positive presence in our community. The generous contributions of our members 
have helped us claim the 4th best ENF per capita in the entire State! I encourage all of you to keep it up, the easiest way is 
by joining the Fidelity Club for a recurring donation. If you would like more information on how to set that up, please 
reach out to me. In addition to ENF, we will continue to work with Berea Police and Families Affected By Drugs to help 
address the opioid epidemic facing our community. We will have more details on some of those efforts and fundraising 
events, throughout the year. Also, if there is a particular cause that you are passionate about and have a way for our Lodge 
to contribute, please reach out myself or any of our Officers.  
 
I am truly excited about this upcoming year and look forward to keeping you up to date on what our lodge is up to. I hope 
to see you at one of our upcoming events, or simply down at the lounge for one of our delicious meals and drinks.  
 
See you at the lodge! 

Fraternally Yours, 

Jeff Coyle, Exalted Ruler 

Exalted Ruler’s Message 

Berea Elks 2018—2019 Lodge Year Officers 

Exalted Ruler     Jeff Coyle 
Esteemed Leading Knight  Jonathan Elias 
Esteemed Loyal Knight  Eric Banks 
Esteemed Lecturing Knight John Masterson 
Lodge Secretary     Danielle Mahany 
Lodge Treasurer     Dianna Threadgill 
Tiler        James Joyce 

Lodge Inner Guard     Ross Chrisman 
Lodge Chaplain      Bob Bickford 
Lodge Esquire      Lenny Oliveri 
Trustee (Chair)      Nate Moore 
Trustee        Joe Puchalski 
Trustee        Kevin Maloney 
Trustee        Carla Moore 
Trustee        Hank Nest 

It is with great pleasure and pride to announce this year’s lodge officers!  Please take a moment to congratulate and thank 
these members for their commitment and service to our lodge.  These members have volunteered their time and energy to 
help make our lodge the best it can be. 



I want to say Thank You to Dianna Threadgill for the donation of 40-pairs of socks for the Veterans at Louis Stokes Cleve-
land VA Hospital at Wade Park.  The need for socks is constant and the Veterans thank you too! 
 
I would also like to thank our Lodge Esquire, Lenny Oliveri.  Anytime I need help with the Veterans, Lenny steps right in 
and does a great job...Thank you Lenny. 
 
For those interested, the VA is hosting a musical variety show “Re-Creation” on Friday, April 27th at 7:00 pm.  The event is 
free, but please call me if you are interested in attending. 
 

Bob Atkinson  
PER, Veterans Committee Chair 

216-433-0432 
P.S.  The Veterans still need socks!  Please keep bringing them down to the lodge and we will get them to those that need 
them! 

Member Ken Volpe and his wife Lori hosted their annual re-

verse raffle on February 24th at the Elks Lodge to raise funds 

for Wounded Heroes, a non-profit organization founded by 

Ken to help wounded veterans with basic living essentials as 

they deal with life changing injuries that takes weeks, months, 

and sometimes years to recover from. 

The Elks donated the use of the hall and several Elks members 

volunteered to help run the event to maximize the fundraising opportunity for a cause that is easy to get behind. 

This year’s event was a huge success with a filled-to-capacity crowd in the hall.  In all, the event raised more than $8,000 

which all goes to helping wounded vets in need. 

It’s events like this that help our lodge continue to adhere to our core values of charity, justice, brotherly love, and fidelity.  

It’s why so may of us believe we are the greatest fraternal organization in the country and demonstrates how big an impact 

just a few people can make on people’s lives.   

Thank You To All Who Have Served, And To Those Who Still Do!  

Wounded Heroes Raises over $8,000 For Wounded Vets 



This year’s Americanism Essay contest was a huge success for 
our lodge.  Not only did we receive nearly 950 essays, five of 
our lodge’s six finalists won at the Northeast District level.  
The five winners that moved on to the state competition 
were: 
 

5th & 6th Grade Division 
1st Place—Elizabeth Calvis—Ford Intermediate, 6th Grade 
2nd Place—Nathan Zbozen—Ford Intermediate, 6th Grade 
3rd Place—Breckyn Daniel—Ford Intermediate, 6th Grade 

 
7th & 8th Grade Division 

1st Place—Lilly Higgins—OFMS, 8th Grade 
3rd Place—Kelly Strang—OFMS, 7th Grade 

 
Unfortunately, none of our district winners placed at the 
state level competition.  Nonetheless we are very proud of all 
of our students and are grateful to all of the teachers and 
administrators of each school district that participated with 
the Berea Elks this year! 

The Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks award 500 4-
year scholarships to high school seniors (or equivalent) 
every year through it’s national endowment, the Elks Na-
tional Foundation.  Scholarships range from $1,000 per 
year up to $12,500 per year with a total of $2.44M in 
scholarships awarded. 
 
This year, the Berea Elks are proud to announce Ryan Cas-
telli, a senior at Berea-Midpark High School has been 
awarded a State-level scholarship of $1,000 for four years. 
 
A total of 13 scholarships have been awarded to students 
in Ohio and two have been selected to compete for the 
larger national level scholarships.  Thanks again to all stu-
dents who applied and congratulations to Ryan, his teach-
ers, and his family! 

Berea Elks Host Youth Appreciation Dinner 
The Berea Elks will be hosting our annual Youth Appreciation 
Banquet on Tuesday, May 1st.  Door will open at 6:00 pm with 
dinner at 6:30 with awards presentations to follow dinner. 
 
We will be serving an all-you-can-eat spaghetti pasta dinner 
with a tossed salad and garlic bread, upstairs in the hall. 
 
We will recognize all of our youth honorees this year including 
our Hoop Shoot winners, Americanism Essay Contest Winners,  
Elks National Foundation Most Valuable Student finalists, and 
our local Boy Scout Troop 215 scouts. 
 
Supporting our local kids and the work they do in our commu-
nity is a cornerstone of the Elks mission.  It is a great honor for 
us to publicly recognize these young people for all that they do. 
 
The dinner is free to all honorees, families, members, and 
guests as a small token of our appreciation. 
 
As a reminder, we will need volunteers to assist with the even-
ing program.  There will be a sign-up sheet in the lounge. 



APRIL 7 
SATURDAY 

7:30—9:30 PM 

Saturday, April 7th will be our annual Indoor Spring Cornhole Tournament!  
Cost is only $10 per person and includes entry to the tournament, pizza and 
soft drinks.  Teams will be created randomly.  Cash prizes will be awarded to 
the winning teams (35% to First, 20% to Second, and 10% to Third...with the 
rest covering expenses).  This is always a great night and fun for everyone and 
is fun for the entire family!  Doors open at 6:30! 

APRIL 21 
 

7:00 PM 

So we all know that Berea Lodge is the 
“Beer Snob Lodge”, but every now and 
then we need to pay tribute to our roots.  
As such we will be hosting an “Old 
School” beer tasting this month.  Legend-
ary classics like Stroh’s, Old Style, 
Hamm’s, and the like will be served ice 
cold in classy style with a walking taco 
and chili cheese dog buffet.  The event is 
only $15 and will feature some of Mil-
waukee’s Best (ahem).  Maybe we’ll have 
enough left to make a beer-propelled 
rocket machine like this guy! 

APRIL 27-29 
COLUMBUS 

This year’s annual Ohio Elks Association Spring Convention will be held at the 
Columbus Marriott Northwest in Dublin, OH April 27-29.  This convention is 
open to ALL ELKS and is a really fun time.  Members can pre-register for the 
convention (only $10!) and make their hotel reservation at www.ohioelks.org. 
This year our lodge is hosting the Northeast District hospitality room with a 
Luau theme.  If you have never been to convention, now is the time to go.  As a 
reminder, the lodge will be closed Friday and Saturday of convention weekend. 

SATURDAY 

MAY 5 
SATURDAY 

Join us at the lodge for a truly unique and fun event.  The lodge will be hosting 
a Derby Day fundraiser featuring six “races”.  Fellow Elk’s will be the racers 
during each race with all proceeds going to the building fund.  A $10 entry fee 
gets you a light buffet and one free “mega corporate beer” or soft drink.  
“Horses” can be purchased for $5 for a chance to win $25 along with side bets 
per race.  The event is open to members and guests of members.  We’ll have 
mint julips on the ready, and since it is also Cinco de Mayo, fantastic margari-
tas too!  It should be a great night of hijinks and shenanigans.  

OLD SCHOOL BEER TASTING 

Ohio Elks 
Association 
Spring Convention  

FUNDRAISER 

DOORS OPEN AT 5:30 



PER Association 

It’s that time of year again.  Come down to the lodge for the Cleveland Indians Home Open-
er as they take on the Kansas City Royals on Friday, April 6th.  Doors open at the lodge at 
3:30 with the first pitch scheduled at 4:10.  We will be serving classic ballpark food including 
hot dogs, soft pretzels, popcorn, and nachos.  Come down early and cheer on the Tribe as 
they begin their World Series championship campaign!   This is our year! 

Play Ball!  Opening Day At The Lodge! 

Friday, April 6th - Doors open at 3:30, First Pitch 4:10 

From The Desk of The Lodge Secretary 
The lodge secretary would like to remind all Elks of the following: 
 
This year when you turn in a CP Bank, you will get a special Penny 
Savers sticker to be placed on your membership card.  Stickers will be 
in the lounge and one of the bartenders will give you a sticker when 
you turn in a bank.  Remember that Cerebral Palsy is our State’s Ma-
jor Project and all proceeds from these banks go to help families that 
have kids with CP. 
 

If you need information regarding Grand Lodge, or 
offers for Elks members, please visit the Elks nation-
al website at www.elks.org, and go to the “members” 
section.  If you have not created an account you will 
need to do so (and you should if you haven’t yet 
done so!).  You can also update your contact infor-
mation so that you can be kept up do date in the 
national system. 

 
Finally, if you shop at GFS, be sure to tell the cashier that you are 
shopping for “Berea Elks #1815”.  Your purchases will be credited to 
our lodge which gives us discounts for our food purchases! 

ENF Update 

At the time of this writing, our lodge 
achieved an ENF per capita of $18.05 
(almost made our lodge number!)  While it is 
short of our goal of $20 per member, it is 
still a great achievement.  Our lodge finished 
the lodge year as the 4th highest ENF per 
capita (out of 77!) and we raised over $2,050 
total! 
 

This is one of our highest ever per-capita per-
formances.  As a reminder, our lodge re-
ceived $4,000 in ENF grant money this year 
to support local programs.  We have received 
nearly double back what we invested.  

The PER Association would like to personally 
thank all the members and officers that vol-
unteered and contributed to this year’s 
Spring Basket Raffle.   
 
While the attendance of the event was much 
lower than usual, we still were able to raise 
nearly $1,900 for the lodge! 
 
The PER Association will be looking to possi-
bly change this event next year, but will be 
working to make the Fall Basket Raffle twice 
as big and more fun for everyone.  Again, 
thank you to all who participated.  



Fellow Elks!  
 
I would like to propose a fund raising challenge for our lodge.  As many of you know when we proposed renovating the 
exterior of the building part of that project was to be a lift to assist older members in getting to the lounge.  The cost of a 
lift was just too great to be included in that phase of our renovations.  We will need a significant amount of capital to have 
a lift installed in our facility. On the order of $120,000.00.  This is our challenge. 
 
How can we pay for it?  I propose a Challenge Coin Fund Raising Campaign.  The cost of the coins will be $20.00 each with 
all proceeds going to an account specifically for getting and installing a lift. We will start with an initial offering of 100 
coins.  If these sell out quickly we will arrange to have a new round of 200 to 500 minted.    
 
What is a challenge coin?  It is a token that you could give to a friend or colleague for helping you out in some way.  This 
could be a way of getting potential members to visit and possibly become new members.  You could give it to a member of 
another lodge to promote our lodge.  So it will be a way to raise funds for our specific projects and a way to show apprecia-
tion and promote our lodge in the community and to Elkdom in general. 
 
Now the fun part.  There can be a drinking game as part owning and trading the coins.  At first it will be an individual chal-
lenge.  You should carry a coin at all times when you are in the lodge. You can ask another member who has purchased a 
coin previously to a “coin check” if that member doesn’t have his coin he or she would have to buy you a drink but if they 
have it the person who initiated the “coin check” will have to buy the drink. Could be a friendly way of challenging all of us 
to promote our lodge. 
 
The game will come later, but I challenge every member to purchase the first round of coins and if interest is great enough 
we will continue the challenge.  Use the coins to promote the lodge and raise money for the lift that would benefit our old-
er Members. 
 
With Charity and Brotherly love, 
Pete Wieneke  

Challenge Coin Fundraising Program 

I’m sure it seems early to be mentioning this, but the Cleveland Oktoberfest is already reaching 
out to organizations like ours to arrange volunteers to help with the event.  For the last several 
years the Berea Elks has had a large number of volunteers help with the event and in return 
the Oktoberfest makes a generous donation to the lodge.  This year we will be looking to sched-
ule as many volunteers as we can since the more we volunteer, the larger the donation will be.  
The event is always Labor Day Weekend, so mark you calendars now and let Dianna Threadgill 
know if you are interested in volunteering.  Prost!  

NE District Golf Outing - Hosted by Lakewood Elks #1350 
 
 

Saturday June 2, 2018  Sweetbriar Golf Course.  Four Person Scramble with tee times 10am-12pm 
(Check in time 30 minutes prior to tee time) 

Cost $70 per person includes 18 holes of Golf, Lunch and Dinner or $55 per person Golf and Lunch only 
$15 Extra Dinners - $20 Skins (Optional) 

Steak or Chicken Dinner at Lakewood #1350, 24350 Center Ridge Rd, Westlake 
6 PM Dinner - Entertainment to follow 



BEREA ELKS #1815 

GARAGE SALE 
SPACE RENTAL AGREEMENT 

  
Name: _____________________________________________ 

  
Telephone: _________________________________________ 

  
Email: _____________________________________________ 

  
# of sites requested __________________________________ 

  
Form of Payment (circle one)        cash                     check 

 
Space is $10 for each 8’ x 8’ space. Checks made out to BPOE Berea 1815 

  
All applications and payments must be received 10 days prior to the event. Specific placement cannot be guaranteed. Nei-
ther the Berea Elks or its volunteer organizers are liable for loss or injury due to participation in this event. No refunds of 
application fee. All remaining merchandise MUST be removed by the seller by 4PM and your space returned to the condi-

tion upon arrival. 
  

Date: Saturday, May 12 
Time: 8am-3pm 

Set up time: 6am day of, or between 6-9pm night before 

When: Saturday, May 5 (doors open at 5:30) 

Where: Berea Elks Lodge 

Admission: $10 includes light fare buffet & drink ticket good for 
one domestic beer/soft drink 

RSVP: By April 30 

Fundraiser: We’ll have six Elk races. Volunteer to be a racer; 
“buy” a racer for $5, with a chance to win $25; or wager on your 
favorite racer for the win. Cash prizes paid out on winner racers. 

Come watch your favorite Elks horse around for a good cause! 

FUNDRAISER 



Remember to celebrate everyone’s birthday the first 
Friday of each month with free cake and ice cream in 
the lounge! 

Richard Threadgill, PER  April 2 
Jeffrey Maloney   April 3 
Bruce Ziegler    April 5 
Eric Banks     April 7 
George Toth     April 11 
Bill Maloney, PER   April 16 
Mike Tuley     April 17 
Don Haas     April 18 
Stephen Lacko    April 20 
Jack Sheehan    April 23 
Todd Eck     April 28 
Margie Puchalski   April 30 

Mystery Mondays are here to stay!  This is easily the 
best $5 dinner around and the trivia is world-class!  A 
different meal every Monday and always just $5 per 
person.  Bring a friend and get to the lodge! 

Calling All Golfers! 
Berea Elks Golf League! 

Who: Any Golf Lover; Elks member or not 

What: Stroke Play with Handicap League 

When: 4:30 Tuesday Evenings, beginning April 24th 

Where: Royal Crest Golf Course 
 

Please sign up via email or sign up sheet located at the 
Berea Lodge. 
 

League Play will finish on September 4th with a cham-
pionship and dinner banquet on September 16th. 
 

For more information please contact: 
Ross Chrisman, Berea Elks Golf League Chairman 
216-990-8297 
rossbereaelks@gmail.com 

This year’s Bowling League banquet will be held on Friday, 
May 4th at 6:30 PM down in the lounge.  All bowlers from 
the Fall and Winter leagues are invited to attend and en-
joy a fabulous dinner, on the house! 
 
Awards will be handed out that evening as well. 
 
The league will be taking the Summer off and will start 
back up in the Fall around the September time frame. 
 
It was a great year of bowling.  Be sure to come down and 
enjoy the banquet! 

THANK YOU! 
The lodge would like to thank everyone who came out to 
support our annual fish fry dinners this year.  This was 
our most successful fish fry season.  Many thanks also go 
out to the volunteers that worked every Friday to help 
make our fish fry the best in the entire city!  Thank you 
everyone! 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
 
 

DUES ARE DUE! 

2 3 4 
LODGE MEETING 
7:30 

INSTALLATION OF 
OFFICERS 

5 

 

6 

 

7 
 

 

8 

 
 

 

9 10 11 

BOD MEETING 
7:30 
 

All ELKS WELCOME! 

12 
 
 
 

13 14 

 

Hall Rental 

15 

 
 

16 17 18 
LODGE MEETING 
7:30 
 

INITIATION 

19 

 

20 

 

21 
 

 
 
 
 

22 

 
 

23 24 

 

 

25 26 

 

 

27 
 
 
 
 

Hall Rental 

28 

 

29 
 
 
 
 

Hall Rental 

30  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

   

 

 

       

 

WEDNESDAY OFFICER BARTENDERS! 
April 4 - Hank Nest 

April 11 - Ross Chrisman 
April 18 - Richard Threadgill 
April 25 - Dianna Threadgill 

OHIO STATE CONVENTION 

OLD SCHOOL BEER TASTING 

With the #1 pick in the 2018 NFL Draft, The Cleveland Browns select….. 
 
….who frickin’ knows!  All we do know is that the Browns have the 1st and 4th picks in this 
years draft and they will, most likely, mess it up!  That said, come down to lodge on the open-
ing night of the draft for great food and drinks while what few Browns fans are left can com-
miserate with each other on their picks.  Should be one of the most interesting drafts since the 
team returned to the league in 1999!  Go Browns! 



Robert Atkinson 
17023 Cambridge Blvd 
  
Cleveland, OH  44142-3622 

BEREA ELKS LODGE #1815 
626 N. Rocky River Drive 
Berea, OH  44017 
 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

  1 2 
LODGE MEETING 
7:30 

OFFICER INSTALLATION 

3 4 5 
 
 
 

6 7 8 9 
BOD MEETING 
7:30 

ALL ELKS WELCOME! 

10 11 12 
 
 
 

13 14 15 16 
LODGE MEETING 
7:30 

ALL ELKS WELCOME! 

17 18 19 
 

 
 

20 21 22 

 

23 
 

24 25 
 
 

26 

 

27 

 

 

28 29 30 31   

 

FUNDRAISER 


